
CALENDAR

Wed., Apr. 14, 5:30 Board Mtg.

Wed., Apr. 14, 7:00 Meeting

Speaker Courtney Hackney

Wed., May 12, 5:30 Board Mtg.

Wed., May 12, 7:00 Meeting

Speaker

SUNSHINE

Please keep Betty posted on anyone who needs

some sunshine.

We hope to see you at the April meeting.

Please don’t arrive until 6:30, so our board

members can efficiently cover all of the busi-

ness needed to plan a successful restart.

Attendees will be expected to wear masks and sit six

feet apart. There will be no refreshments served, but

there will be a raffle.

We are excited to welcome Courtney Hackney as our

speaker at the April meeting. The former Director of

Coastal Biology at the University of North Florida is

now Professor Emeritus (retired). Courtney is a marine

ecologist specializing in coastal wetlands. He published

American Cattleyas in 2004 and you can find some of

his articles on the website http://roseg4art.com under

“Growing Tips”. He may bring with him some of his

divisions or seedlings of his “classic” orchids, but there

is a preorder list with this e-mail if you want something

specific.

Thanks to everyone who submitted photos and info to

keep us all in the loop during this time. Since we are

meeting now, please bring your blooming orchids to the

meeting for the orchid forum from now on.



PCOS is an affiliate of the American Orchid Society

(AOS). There’s an abundance of information on the

AOS website. Please visit www.aos.org for articles,

advice on growing orchids, and lots of free infor-

mation.

Ask Betty Adamson for an application if you’re inter-

ested in joining.

For all current members, remember that your renewal

notice will arrive in the Orchid Magazine prior to

your month of renewal.

www.aos.org

1. Programs—Take notes—someday

they will make sense.

2. �K^�D ĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ͘ ���“Orchids” is

Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚĞĐŬ�

out.

3. Members— �ƐŬ�ůŽŶŐƟŵĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�

about orchids, but realize that your

ǇĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƫ ŶŐ�ĐŚŽŝĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŬĞǇ͘��t Ğ�

all use trial and error to succeed.

4. Internet sites—www.aos.org—This

AOS site has the answer to almost

ĂŶǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͘ �

5. Rambles at members’ homes to help

ǇŽƵ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ǁ ĂǇ�ƚŽ�ŐƌŽǁ �

your orchids.

GREAT PLACES FOR MEMBERS TO FIND

INFORMATION ON ORCHIDS: Monthly Checklist
for March and
April

Cattleya

Although March is, in many parts of the country, still a
cold and blustery month, the lengthening days and warmer
temperatures allowed by increased light are long-awaited
harbingers of the coming change of season. Some of the
best standard cattleyas of the year will be in bloom, or will
be blooming soon. The last of the winter-flowering hybrids
will join the earliest of the spring hybrids in a wonderful
display. Be on the alert for senescing sheaths that need re-
moval. If these yellowing sheaths are not removed, the
moisture they trap can lead to bud rot. Careful removal of
the sheath will allow the buds to develop, although they
will need additional support. Changing light conditions can
also be a problem in March and April. An exceptionally
bright day, especially immediately following a rain, can
lead to sunburn of the foliage if shading is not attended to
properly. There can still be periods of dull days where
spikes can weakened owing to the lower light. Lengthen-
ing days will mean increased metabolic rates necessitating
increased water and fertilizer. The plants will indicate
needs by drying more rapidly, which means more frequent
watering and fertilizing.

This article from the AOS website is continued on the next
three pages.



With the passing of the season for winter bloomers, and the beginning of the season for spring bloom, it is also

the time to be on the lookout for plants that will need potting after they bloom. Immediately after blooming has

proven to be the best time to repot winter- and spring-flowering cattleyas. In most cases, they will be ready to

grow roots, so if potted at this time, they will root right into fresh mix with little or no setback.

Cymbidium

Plants should be putting on a spectacular show this time of year. Adjust all staking and twist-ties and be on the

lookout for aphids, slugs and snails. Give adequate water because flowering strains the plants. As new growths

appear later, increase the nitrogen level in the fertilizer. Should a plant loo healthy but not be blooming, try in-

creasing the light during the next growing season. The number-one reason for no flowers is lack of light.

Dendrobium (Australian)

These hard-cane dendrobiums will be at their flowering peak now. It is not unusual to see a specimen of this

type in an orchid show boasting 1,000 flowers. The secret with this group -- bred primarily from Dendrobium

kingianum and Dendrobium speciosum -- is to provide ample water, fertilizer and light during the growing sea-

son.

Cymbidium Magic Mountain photographed at Longwood
Gardens in early April. © G. Allikas



Lycaste

This genus of superb orchids will be coming to the end of its flowering season. Soon you will see the begin-
ning of new root growth, which is an excellent time to repot into fresh media. As new growth emerges, pro-
vide ample fertilizer and water. A sign of good culture is an increase in the size of psuedobulbs with each suc-
cessive year.

Miltoniopsis

This marks the beginning of the flowering season. Amazing displays of color will dazzle the grower over the
next few months. Prepare your plants for optimum display by staking spikes (if needed) and cleaning off the
older yellow foliage. Do not miss the wonderful fragrance as the flowers unfold..

Paphiopedilum

March is the beginning of the season of heaviest potting for lady's-slipper orchids. However, it is a month
where the volume of plants needing attention is still small. It is an excellent month to take the time to work
with your paphiopedilums before the pressure of other potting prevents your doing the thorough job you
should. Look at each plant: Is it clean of dead and dying foliage? Is it weed free? Does it need potting? Is it in
spike? Does it have an insect problem? Cleaning and restaging your paphs is one of the most satisfying tasks
of the orchid year. Cleaned and potted paphiopedilums look happy.

The summer-blooming types will be showing the first of their buds in March and April. Be on the lookout for
the buds, as well as any insect pests that may have found their way into the crowns of your plants. It is espe-
cially difficult to clean mealybugs, in particular, once they have become established in the plant. Better to get
to them before they get a good toehold.

Increasing light levels should give emerging spikes the strength they need to grow straight and strong. Do not
be too anxious to stake the spikes, because if they are staked too soon, the flowers may develop a "nodding"
stance, where the dorsal will not stand upright. If the spikes seem to develop at an angle, let them, and stake
after the flower has hardened for best carriage, especially on the hybrids with fairieanum background.

D ŝůƚŽŶŝŽƉƐŝƐ�D ĂƌƟŶ�KƌĞŶƐƚĞŝŶ�ƐŚŽǁ Ɛ�Žī �Ă�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ǁ ĂƚĞƌĨĂůů�ƉĂƩ ĞƌŶ�ŽŶ�ŝƚƐ�ůĂďĞůͲ



Phalaenopsis

In most of the country, March is the peak blooming month for phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be carefully at-

tended to, so that the flowers will be displayed at their best for orchid shows and judging -- even those intend-

ed for your home will look best if properly staked. One of the most decorative aspects of phalaenopsis spikes

is the way they gracefully arch. If not staked properly, the spike will lack this grace and will not be as pleas-

ing. Most growers like to have the final support just below the first flower, allowing maximum support, with-

out sacrificing the beauty of the arching spike.

Rapid-growing spikes and open flowers place extra demands on the plant. Careful monitoring of watering and

feeding will give the plants the energy they require to give their best floral display. Remember, too, that the

lengthening days will also increase the frequency at which plants need water.

Beware of the invasion of sucking pests that accompany the flowering season. Flowers and spikes are favorite

targets of mealybugs and scales. Be on the look out for their presence, often indicated by the appearance of

sooty mold resulting from the exudate of the bugs, and treat before flowers or buds are too advanced. If flow-

ers and buds are too far along, the chemical treatment may damage or abort them.

Pleurothallids

Members in this large and increasingly popular group will be looking their best now. If plants are not in flow-

er, the next few months provide an excellent time to divide if needed or repot into fresh mix. Taking care of

these tasks now will allow enough time for your plants to become established before the hot weather arrives.

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay.

Masdevallia Highland Monarch 'Free Spirit'

AM/AOS photographed at Parkside Orchids.
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2021 PCOS OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN

PRESIDENT

Ed Kidder

President@PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

VICE PRESIDENT

Laura Blackmon

VP@PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

TREASURER

Margaret Croucher

Treasurer@PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

SECRETARY

Carolyn Anderson
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Libby VanZino (2021-2022)

Bert Forbush (2020-2021)

Kathy Jacobson (2021-2022)

Donna Morris (2020-2021)
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BE PART OF THE TEAM!

PLANT FORUM

Betty Adamson

MEMBERSHIP

Margaret Smith

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Patti Scholes

SUNSHINE

Betty Adamson

GREETER

Margaret Smith

PROGRAMS

Laura Blackmon

AOS LIAISON

Betty Adamson

RAFFLE

JoAnn Amos

WEBMASTER

Jody Romanowski

AUDIO

Laura Blackmon

REFRESHMENTS

Kathy Jacobson

SHOW CHAIR

Laura Blackmon


