It was nice to see so many people at the rambles. A
big thanks to Al Valentine and Walter’s Orchids for
hosting us. See photos on the last pages, especially if
you weren’t able to attend. Al has some great orchid
shelves on his patio for those who are looking for
new ideas.
It was a treat to have Thanh of Springwater Orchids
for our speaker in June. In August, we will do the
AOS slide program on spotted cattleyas that we had
scheduled for June and then in September, Philip Bredren of Bredren Orchids will be our speaker.

Holly’s C. Sea Breeze ‘Felrath’s Pride’.

CALENDAR

RAYS OF SUNSHINE
Deepest sympathy to former member Judy Law on
the passing of her husband. Judy's health has also
declined recently so she is unable to attend our
meetings.
Sympathy is also extended to Dottie Walters on
the passing of her husband. Ernie was, for
multiple years, the AOS photographer for our
annual shows.

Speedy get well wishes are sent to Sally as she
recovers from her back surgery. BA

Aug. 11th 6pm

Board meeting

Aug. 11th 7pm

Regular meeting

Program: Spotted cattleyas

AOS NEWS PAGE
GREAT PLACES FOR MEMBERS
TO FIND INFORMATION ON ORCHIDS:

Mealybug Infestation Question on AOS

I have been ﬁghting an ongoing mealybug infestation in
my Phalaenopsis collection for more than two years. Us1. Programs—Take notes—someday
ing insecticides has caused me more problems than it
they will make sense.
cured. Lately, I have been using Ultraﬁne Sun Oil pesti2. K ^D ĂŐĂǌŝŶĞĂƌƟĐůĞƐ͘ “Orchids” is cide, but if I stop for a week, the bugs come right back. I
Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞĂƚĞǀ ĞƌǇŵĞĞƟŶŐĨŽƌĐŚĞĐŬ have been told that systemic pesticides do not work on
out.
orchids. Is this true? Can you recommend a safe and ef3. Members— ƐŬůŽŶŐƟŵĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐ fective pesticide for my problem?

about orchids, but realize that your
ǇĂƌĚĂŶĚƉŽƫ ŶŐĐŚŽŝĐĞƐĂƌĞŬĞǇ͘
We all use trial and error to succeed.
4. Internet sites—www.aos.org—This
AOS site has the answer to almost
ĂŶǇƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͘ 
5. Rambles at members’ homes to help
ǇŽƵŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŚŽǁ ŽƚŚĞƌ’s in your area grow their orchids.
PCOS is an affiliate of the American Orchid Society
(AOS). There’s an abundance of information on the
AOS website. Please visit www.aos.org for articles,
advice on growing orchids, and lots of free information.
Ask Betty Adamson for an application if you’re interested in joining.
For all current members, remember that your renewal
notice will arrive in the Orchid Magazine prior to
your month of renewal.

dŚĞďĞƐƚƟŵĞƚŽĐŽŶƚƌŽů
ŵĞĂůǇďƵŐƐŝƐǁ ŚĞŶƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞũƵƐƚĂĨĞǁ ͘ dŚĞǇŵƵůƟƉůǇƌĂƉŝĚůǇĂŶĚĐŽŶƚƌŽů
becomes diﬃcult. . photo º 1998 Greg Allikas

Answer
I have never found systemic insecticides particularly effective against mealybugs. However, Orthene does seem
to be good for treatment when used at the strength recommended on the label. Because mealybugs are such a
problem with fast-growing, soft-leaved orchids like
Phalaenopsis, it is important to bring them under control,
and then treat as necessary to keep an infestation from
reestablishing. The classic prescription is to treat every
seven to 10 days for three treatments, alternating insecticides. For example, you might choose to use Orthene
and Malathion. The use of a wetting agent is also important with mealybugs to penetrate their waxy coatings.
— Ned Nash

FOR AOS MEMBERS: The AOS also has a presence on Facebook. There is a group with close to
65,000 members, and a page. Each allows you to
ƉŽƐƚƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐĂŶĚĂƐŬƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚǇŽƵƌ
ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ͘ dŚĞŐƌŽƵƉŝƐƚŚĞŵŽƐƚĂĐƟǀ ĞŽĨƚŚĞƚǁ Ž͕ 
and group members usually respond quickly to
posts. The page is parallel to the AOS Instagram
(From the question and answer section of aos.org)
account. ŚƩ ƉƐ͗ ͬ ͬ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ ĐŽŵͬ
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Many thanks to Al for his hospitality. He is at the far right in the top
photo. These great moveable shelves
come in handy.

Many thanks to Leo and Mark for their hospitality at Walter’s Orchids. Contact information can be found at www.waltersorchids.com or on Facebook.

Reprint: TOM’S MONTHLY CHECKLIST

JULY: THE MONTH OF BACKSTORY By Thomas Mirenda

First impressions, while super-ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĨŽƌĞǀ ĞŶƚƐƐƵĐŚĂƐũŽďŝŶƚĞƌǀ ŝĞǁ Ɛ͕ ƉĂƌƚǇŵŝǆĞƌƐĂŶĚƐƉĞĞĚĚĂƟŶŐ͕ ƌĂƌĞůǇƚĞůů
the full story, as anyone who has ever followed up on a speed date will tell you. We humans are complicated creatures
formulated through a strange, alchemic mixture of ingredients: where we grew up or went to school, who nurtured us,
ǁ ŚŽƚŽƌƚƵƌĞĚƵƐ͕ ǁ ŚŽůŽǀ ĞĚƵƐ͕ ĞƚĐ͘ E ŽƚƚŽŵĞŶƟŽŶƚŚĞŵŝŶĚ-ďŽŐŐůŝŶŐŐĞŶĞƟĐĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚŽĨŽƵƌŶĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘ t ĞĂƌĞƐƵĐŚ
complex organisms that to fully understand and appreciate each other is a truly monumental task. We simply cannot
ĚŽŝƚĂůů͘K ŶƚŚĞƌĞŐƌĞƩ ĂďůǇƌĂƌĞŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐ/ĚŽƌĞĂĐŚŽƵƚĂŶĚĐŽŶŶĞĐƚǁ ŝƚŚŶĞǁ ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ /ĂŵŝŶǀ ĂƌŝĂďůǇĂŵĂǌĞĚĂƚƚŚĞŝƌ
ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐĂŶĚŝŶŶĞƌďĞĂƵƚǇ͘t ĞĂƌĞĂůůǁ ŚŽǁ ĞĂƌĞĨŽƌƌĞĂůƌĞĂƐŽŶƐĂŶĚƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐǁ ŚĂƚŵŽƟǀ ĂƚĞƐŽƚŚĞƌƐƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ
ƌĞĂůƟŵĞĂŶĚĞī Žƌƚ͘
Understanding your orchids is not diﬀerent. Whether species or hybrid, to delve into the back-story of your individual
ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŝƐƚŚĞŬĞǇƚŽƐƵĐĐĞƐƐǁ ŝƚŚƚŚĞŵ͘ /ŶƚŚĞƐĂŵĞǁ ĂǇƚŚĂƚĂĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉŝƐŶƵƌƚƵƌĞĚďǇĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐĂŶĚƐƚŽƌǇƚĞůůŝŶŐ
about the past, orchids have a history and a context that, once uncovered, fully explains their needs and natures. July
ŝƐĂŵŽŶƚŚůĂĚĞŶǁ ŝƚŚŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂůĞǀ ĞŶƚƐ͘ /ƚŝƐĂůƐŽĂŵŽŶƚŚŵĂŶǇŽĨƵƐƚƌĂǀ ĞůŽƌŐŽŽŶǀ ĂĐĂƟŽŶƐ͘ dĂŬĞƚŚŝƐŵŽŶƚŚĂƐĂŶ
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽƌĞŇĞĐƚĂŶĚůĞĂƌŶ͘ ƵůƟǀ ĂƚĞƐŽŵĞŶĞǁ ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ ĂŶĚůĞĂƌŶĞǆĂĐƚůǇǁ ŚĂƚǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŶĞĞĚ͘ /ĨǇŽƵĐĂŶĚŽ
ƚŚĞĨŽƌŵĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞůĂƩ ĞƌŝƐĂĐƚƵĂůůǇŵƵĐŚĞĂƐŝĞƌ͘
' Z/>>/E ' K ŶĞŐƌĞĂƚǁ ĂǇƚŽŵĂŬĞĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŝƐƚŽƚŚƌŽǁ ĂƐƵŵŵĞƌďĂƌďĞĐƵĞ͘ WĞŽƉůĞǁ ŝůůƌĂƌĞůǇƚƵƌŶĚŽǁ ŶĂĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ
feast. Most orchids will be outside as well enjoying the humid, tropical weather. A dappled area under a tree or lath
ĂƌĞĂŝƐĂŶŝĚĞĂůƐƉŽƚƚŽƐƵŵŵĞƌǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ͕ ĂŶĚĨĞĞĚŝŶŐǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŝƐŵŽƐƚĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŽĨǇĞĂƌ͘ t ŚŝůĞ/
ŚĞƐŝƚĂƚĞƚŽƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌƌĞŐŝŵĞŶ͕ ĨŽƌŵƵůĂŽƌďƌĂŶĚ͕ /ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞǇŽƵƚŽĂƐŬĂŵŽŶŐǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚ
ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ;ǁ ŚŝůĞƚŚĞǇĂƌĞĞĂƟŶŐƚŚĂƚďƵƌŐĞƌǇŽƵũƵƐƚŐƌŝůůĞĚĨŽƌƚŚĞŵͿǁ ŚĂƚǁ ŽƌŬƐďĞƐƚĨŽƌƚŚĞŵ͘ WůǇŝŶŐƚŚĞŵǁ ŝƚŚƐŽŵĞ
ďĞĞƌŽƌǁ ŝŶĞĐĂŶĂůƐŽďĞŚĞůƉĨƵůŝŶĮ ŶĚŝŶŐŽƵƚƚŚĞŝƌŽƌĐŚŝĚĐƵůƟǀ ĂƟŽŶƐĞĐƌĞƚƐ͘
COOL IN THE POOL On a hot summer’ƐĚĂǇ͕ŝƐƚŚĞƌĞĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐďĞƩ ĞƌƚŚĂŶƉůƵŶŐŝŶŐŝŶƚŽƚŚĞĐŽŽůǁ ĂƚĞƌ͍ t ŚŝůĞĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ
warm-growing orchids, such as myrmecophilas, encyclias, trichocentrums, brassavolas, standard hard-cane dendrobiƵŵƐĂŶĚŵŽƐƚǀ ĂŶĚĂƐƚŚƌŝǀ ĞŝŶƚŚĞƚŽƌƌŝĚǁ ĞĂƚŚĞƌ͕ ŵŽƐƚŽƌĐŚŝĚƐĨƌŽŵŵŽƌĞŵŽŶƚĂŶĞŚĂďŝƚĂƚƐƉƌĞĨĞƌĐŽŽůĞƌĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘ 
t Ğƫ ŶŐƚŚĞŵĚŽǁ ŶĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞŚĞĂƚŽĨƚŚĞĚĂǇǁ ŝůůŽŌĞŶŬĞĞƉƚŚĞƉůĂŶƚ’s metabolism working well, which in turn will
ŬĞĞƉǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐĚĞƐƉŝƚĞƚŚĞƐƵŵŵĞƌŚĞĂƚ͘ Ğǁ ĂƌĞŽĨǁ ĂƚĞƌůŽŐŐŝŶŐŽƌĐŚŝĚƐǁ ŝƚŚĞǆĐĞƐƐŝǀ ĞŵŝƐƟŶŐƐƚŚŽƵŐŚ͘
>dh ^D K s ͊ h d' E d>zt ŚĞƚŚĞƌǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚƐĂƌĞŝŶƐŝĚĞŽƌŽƵƚ͕ ĂůŝƩ ůĞĂŝƌŵŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚŵŝŵŝĐŬŝŶŐƚŚĞŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ
ďƌĞĞǌĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŝƌŶĂƚƵƌĂůŚĂďŝƚĂƚƐĐĂŶďĞƌĞĂůůǇďĞŶĞĮ ĐŝĂů͘^ǁ ĞůƚĞƌŝŶŐ͕ ƐƟůůĂŝƌĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚǁ ŝƚŚĚŝƌĞĐƚƐƵŶůŝŐŚƚŽŶĂŶŽƌĐŚŝĚ
ůĞĂĨǁ ŝůůĂůŵŽƐƚĂůǁ ĂǇƐƌĞƐƵůƚŝŶŽǀ ĞƌŚĞĂƟŶŐĂŶĚƐƵŶďƵƌŶ͘ ǀ ĞŶŽƌĐŚŝĚƐƚŚĂƚĐƌĂǀ ĞƚŚĞŚĞĂƚĂŶĚƐƵŶ͕ ƐƵĐŚĂƐĚĞŶĚƌŽďŝͲ
ums, really beneﬁt from air movement this month. Just like water, light levels and food, air movement must be given in
ŵŽĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘ /ĨƚŚĞŵŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚŝƐƚŽŽƐƚƌŽŶŐĂŶĚƌĞůĞŶƚůĞƐƐ͕ ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŵĂǇŚĂǀ ĞƚƌŽƵďůĞƌĞƐƉŝƌŝŶŐ͘ ' ĞŶƚůĞĂŝƌĐĂƌĞƐƐŝŶŐǇŽƵƌ
orchids is always a good idea.
Z>d/K E ^, /W^ůůŽĨƚŚŝƐƐƵŵŵĞƌƐŽĐŝĂůŝǌŝŶŐ͕ ǁ ŚŝůĞĨƵŶĂŶĚĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ͕ ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇƐĞƌǀ ĞƐĂůĂƌŐĞƌƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘ ŶŐĂŐŝŶŐŝŶƚŚĞ
social aspect of orchids — ƚŚĞƉůĂŶƚƐŽĐŝĞƟĞƐ͕ ƚŚĞƐŚŽǁ Ɛ͕ ƚŚĞĂƵĐƟŽŶƐ͕ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐŽƌĐŚŝĚďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ͕ ĞƚĐ͘ — broadens
ŽƵƌŬŶŽǁ ůĞĚŐĞĂŶĚĐĂƉĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘ dŚĞĐŽŵƉůĞǆŝƚǇŽĨƚŚĞŽƌĐŚŝĚǁ ŽƌůĚŝƐƉƌĞƩ ǇŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ͘ E ŽŽŶĞĐĂŶƌĞĂůůǇŬŶŽǁ ŝƚĂůů͘
But because of this, it is also wildly fulﬁlling. New orchid species are discovered virtually every day, and thousands of
lovely, novel and rewarding hybrids are created frequently by professional breeders and enthusiasts around the world.
dŚĞďĂĐŬƐƚŽƌǇŽĨŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŝƐĞŶĚůĞƐƐůǇĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ͕ ĂŶĚŽŶĐĞǇŽƵůŽŽŬƉĂƐƚƚŚĞĂǁ ĞƐŽŵĞĮ ƌƐƚŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐƚŚĞǇŵĂŬĞ͕ Ă
profound, deeper bond will invariably form between you and your orchids.
— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS
ŽŶƐĞƌǀ ĂƟŽŶŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ͘ , ĞŝƐĂŶK ^ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĞĚũƵĚŐĞŝŶƚŚĞ, Ăǁ ĂŝŝĞŶƚĞƌ;ĞŵĂŝů͗ biophiliak@gmail.com).

