
CALENDAR

Aug. 11th 6pm Board meeting

Aug. 11th 7pm Regular meeting

Program: Spotted cattleyas

RAYS OF SUNSHINE

Deepest sympathy to former member Judy Law on
the passing of her husband. Judy's health has also
declined recently so she is unable to attend our
meetings.

Sympathy is also extended to Dottie Walters on
the passing of her husband. Ernie was, for
multiple years, the AOS photographer for our
annual shows.

Speedy get well wishes are sent to Sally as she
recovers from her back surgery. BA

It was nice to see so many people at the rambles. A

big thanks to Al Valentine and Walter’s Orchids for

hosting us. See photos on the last pages, especially if

you weren’t able to attend. Al has some great orchid

shelves on his patio for those who are looking for

new ideas.

It was a treat to have Thanh of Springwater Orchids

for our speaker in June. In August, we will do the

AOS slide program on spotted cattleyas that we had

scheduled for June and then in September, Philip Bre-

dren of Bredren Orchids will be our speaker.

Holly’s C. Sea Breeze ‘Felrath’s Pride’.



PCOS is an affiliate of the American Orchid Society

(AOS). There’s an abundance of information on the

AOS website. Please visit www.aos.org for articles,

advice on growing orchids, and lots of free infor-

mation.

Ask Betty Adamson for an application if you’re inter-

ested in joining.

For all current members, remember that your renewal

notice will arrive in the Orchid Magazine prior to

your month of renewal.

1. Programs—Take notes—someday

they will make sense.

2. �K^�D ĂŐĂǌŝŶĞ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ͘ ���“Orchids” is

Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ�Ğǀ ĞƌǇ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚĞĐŬ�

out.

3. Members— �ƐŬ�ůŽŶŐƟŵĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�

about orchids, but realize that your

ǇĂƌĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƫ ŶŐ�ĐŚŽŝĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŬĞǇ͘��

We all use trial and error to succeed.

4. Internet sites—www.aos.org—This

AOS site has the answer to almost

ĂŶǇ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͘ �

5. Rambles at members’ homes to help

ǇŽƵ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ŚŽǁ �ŽƚŚĞƌ’s in your ar-

ea grow their orchids.

GREAT PLACES FOR MEMBERS

TO FIND INFORMATION ON ORCHIDS:

Mealybug Infestation Question on AOS

I have been fighting an ongoing mealybug infestation in 

my Phalaenopsis collection for more than two years. Us-

ing insecticides has caused me more problems than it

cured. Lately, I have been using Ultrafine Sun Oil pesti-

cide, but if I stop for a week, the bugs come right back. I

have been told that systemic pesticides do not work on

orchids. Is this true? Can you recommend a safe and ef-

fective pesticide for my problem?

dŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�
ŵĞĂůǇďƵŐƐ�ŝƐ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ũƵƐƚ�Ă�ĨĞǁ ͘ �dŚĞǇ�ŵƵůƟƉůǇ�ƌĂƉŝĚůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�
becomes difficult. . photo º 1998 Greg Allikas

Answer

I have never found systemic insecticides particularly ef-
fective against mealybugs. However, Orthene does seem
to be good for treatment when used at the strength rec-
ommended on the label. Because mealybugs are such a
problem with fast-growing, soft-leaved orchids like
Phalaenopsis, it is important to bring them under control,
and then treat as necessary to keep an infestation from
reestablishing. The classic prescription is to treat every
seven to 10 days for three treatments, alternating insec-
ticides. For example, you might choose to use Orthene
and Malathion. The use of a wetting agent is also im-
portant with mealybugs to penetrate their waxy coatings.
— Ned Nash

(From the question and answer section of aos.org)

AOS NEWS PAGE

FOR AOS MEMBERS: The AOS also has a pres-

ence on Facebook. There is a group with close to

65,000 members, and a page. Each allows you to

ƉŽƐƚ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐŬ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�

ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ͘ �dŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĂĐƟǀ Ğ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚǁ Ž ͕ �

and group members usually respond quickly to

posts. The page is parallel to the AOS Instagram

account. ŚƩ ƉƐ͗ ͬ ͬ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ĨĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ĐŽŵͬ
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Many thanks to Al for his hospitali-

ty. He is at the far right in the top

photo. These great moveable shelves

come in handy.



Many thanks to Leo and Mark for their hospitality at Walter’s Orchids. Con-

tact information can be found at www.waltersorchids.com or on Facebook.



Reprint: TOM’S MONTHLY CHECKLIST JULY: THE MONTH OF BACKSTORY By Thomas Mirenda

First impressions, while super-ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ũŽď�ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ŝĞǁ Ɛ͕ �ƉĂƌƚǇ�ŵŝǆĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞĞĚ�ĚĂƟŶŐ͕�ƌĂƌĞůǇ�ƚĞůů�
the full story, as anyone who has ever followed up on a speed date will tell you. We humans are complicated creatures
formulated through a strange, alchemic mixture of ingredients: where we grew up or went to school, who nurtured us,
ǁ ŚŽ�ƚŽƌƚƵƌĞĚ�ƵƐ͕ �ǁ ŚŽ�ůŽǀ ĞĚ�ƵƐ͕ �ĞƚĐ͘�E Žƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŶƟŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝŶĚ-ďŽŐŐůŝŶŐ�ŐĞŶĞƟĐ�ĐŽŵƉŽŶĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ŶĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘ �t Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ƐƵĐŚ�
complex organisms that to fully understand and appreciate each other is a truly monumental task. We simply cannot
ĚŽ�ŝƚ�Ăůů͘�KŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞŐƌĞƩ ĂďůǇ�ƌĂƌĞ�ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶƐ�/�ĚŽ�ƌĞĂĐŚ�ŽƵƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŶĞǁ �ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ �/�Ăŵ�ŝŶǀ ĂƌŝĂďůǇ�ĂŵĂǌĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶŶĞƌ�ďĞĂƵƚǇ͘�t Ğ�ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�ǁ ŚŽ�ǁ Ğ�ĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞĂů�ƌĞĂƐŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ŵŽƟǀ ĂƚĞƐ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�
ƌĞĂů�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�Ğī Žƌƚ͘

Understanding your orchids is not different. Whether species or hybrid, to delve into the back-story of your individual
ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŬĞǇ�ƚŽ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ �/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ǁ ĂǇ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐŚŝƉ�ŝƐ�ŶƵƌƚƵƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ĐŽŶǀ ĞƌƐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚŽƌǇƚĞůůŝŶŐ�
about the past, orchids have a history and a context that, once uncovered, fully explains their needs and natures. July
ŝƐ�Ă�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ůĂĚĞŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Ğǀ ĞŶƚƐ͘ �/ƚ�ŝƐ�ĂůƐŽ�Ă�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŽĨ�ƵƐ�ƚƌĂǀ Ğů�Žƌ�ŐŽ�ŽŶ�ǀ ĂĐĂƟŽŶƐ͘ �dĂŬĞ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŵŽŶƚŚ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶ͘ ��ƵůƟǀ ĂƚĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŶĞǁ �ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂƌŶ�ĞǆĂĐƚůǇ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ŶĞĞĚ͘ �/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌŵĞƌ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƩ Ğƌ�ŝƐ�ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�ŵƵĐŚ�ĞĂƐŝĞƌ͘

' Z/>>/E ' �KŶĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ǁ ĂǇ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚƌŽǁ �Ă�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ďĂƌďĞĐƵĞ͘�WĞŽƉůĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ƌĂƌĞůǇ�ƚƵƌŶ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ�Ă�ĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�
feast. Most orchids will be outside as well enjoying the humid, tropical weather. A dappled area under a tree or lath
ĂƌĞĂ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŝĚĞĂů�ƐƉŽƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĨĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ŝƐ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ǇĞĂƌ͘�t ŚŝůĞ�/�
ŚĞƐŝƚĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚ�Ă�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ�ƌĞŐŝŵĞŶ͕ �ĨŽƌŵƵůĂ�Žƌ�ďƌĂŶĚ͕ �/�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĂƐŬ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚ�
ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ�;ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ĞĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ďƵƌŐĞƌ�ǇŽƵ�ũƵƐƚ�ŐƌŝůůĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵͿ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�ǁ ŽƌŬƐ�ďĞƐƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵ͘ �WůǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƐŽŵĞ�
ďĞĞƌ�Žƌ�ǁ ŝŶĞ�ĐĂŶ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ŚĞůƉĨƵů�ŝŶ�Į ŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚ�ĐƵůƟǀ ĂƟŽŶ�ƐĞĐƌĞƚƐ͘

COOL IN THE POOL On a hot summer’Ɛ�ĚĂǇ͕�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƉůƵŶŐŝŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŽů�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ͍ �t ŚŝůĞ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�
warm-growing orchids, such as myrmecophilas, encyclias, trichocentrums, brassavolas, standard hard-cane dendrobi-
ƵŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƐƚ�ǀ ĂŶĚĂƐ�ƚŚƌŝǀ Ğ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƌƌŝĚ�ǁ ĞĂƚŚĞƌ͕�ŵŽƐƚ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŵŽŶƚĂŶĞ�ŚĂďŝƚĂƚƐ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌ�ĐŽŽůĞƌ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘ �
t Ğƫ ŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ�ǁ ŝůů�ŽŌĞŶ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚ’s metabolism working well, which in turn will
ŬĞĞƉ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ĚĞƐƉŝƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ŚĞĂƚ͘ ��Ğǁ ĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌůŽŐŐŝŶŐ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĞǆĐĞƐƐŝǀ Ğ�ŵŝƐƟŶŐƐ�ƚŚŽƵŐŚ͘

>�d�h^�D K s �͊ ��hd�' �E d>z�t ŚĞƚŚĞƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶƐŝĚĞ�Žƌ�ŽƵƚ͕ �Ă�ůŝƩ ůĞ�Ăŝƌ�ŵŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚ�ŵŝŵŝĐŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ�
ďƌĞĞǌĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ŚĂďŝƚĂƚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ďĞŶĞĮ ĐŝĂů͘�̂ ǁ ĞůƚĞƌŝŶŐ͕�ƐƟůů�Ăŝƌ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�ƐƵŶůŝŐŚƚ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚ�
ůĞĂĨ�ǁ ŝůů�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�Ăůǁ ĂǇƐ�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ŝŶ�Žǀ ĞƌŚĞĂƟŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵŶďƵƌŶ͘ ��ǀ ĞŶ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐƌĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵŶ͕ �ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ĚĞŶĚƌŽďŝͲ
ums, really benefit from air movement this month. Just like water, light levels and food, air movement must be given in 
ŵŽĚĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘ �/Ĩ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽǀ ĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŽŽ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůĞŶƚůĞƐƐ͕ �ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚƌŽƵďůĞ�ƌĞƐƉŝƌŝŶŐ͘�' ĞŶƚůĞ�Ăŝƌ�ĐĂƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
orchids is always a good idea.

Z�>�d/KE ,̂ /Ŵ��ůů�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƐƵŵŵĞƌ�ƐŽĐŝĂůŝǌŝŶŐ͕�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ĨƵŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆĐŝƟŶŐ͕�ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�ƐĞƌǀ ĞƐ�Ă�ůĂƌŐĞƌ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘��ŶŐĂŐŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
social aspect of orchids — ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ƐŽĐŝĞƟĞƐ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽǁ Ɛ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĂƵĐƟŽŶƐ͕ �ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ͕ �ĞƚĐ͘�— broadens
ŽƵƌ�ŬŶŽǁ ůĞĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƉĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘ �dŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞǆŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ�ŝƐ�ƉƌĞƩǇ�ŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞ͘�E Ž�ŽŶĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ŬŶŽǁ �ŝƚ�Ăůů͘�
But because of this, it is also wildly fulfilling. New orchid species are discovered virtually every day, and thousands of 
lovely, novel and rewarding hybrids are created frequently by professional breeders and enthusiasts around the world.
dŚĞ�ďĂĐŬƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ�ŝƐ�ĞŶĚůĞƐƐůǇ�ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ůŽŽŬ�ƉĂƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�Ăǁ ĞƐŽŵĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵĂŬĞ͕�Ă�
profound, deeper bond will invariably form between you and your orchids.

— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS
�ŽŶƐĞƌǀ ĂƟŽŶ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ͘�, Ğ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ��K^�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĞĚ�ũƵĚŐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�, Ăǁ Ăŝŝ��ĞŶƚĞƌ�;ĞŵĂŝů͗ biophiliak@gmail.com).


