
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Boy is it HOT!!! And the rainfall is, as usual,
ƐĐĂƩĞƌĞĚ�Ăůů�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ��ƌĞǀ ĂƌĚ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͘ I’ǀ Ğ�ŐŽƩĞŶ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�
ůŝƩ ůĞ�ŝŶ�ZŽĐŬůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ƚǁ Ž�ǁ ĞĞŬƐ�ďƵƚ�/�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
D ĞƌƌŝƩ �/ƐůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�>ĂŬĞ�t ĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ�ĂƌĞĂ�ĂƌĞ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�
plenty. If you have plants that can’t deal with being too
wet, like Phals and Paphs, Thanh Nguyen from Spring-
water Orchids recommends moving them out of the
rainy spaces and watering them yourself. You should
ĂůƐŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŐŽŽĚ�Ăŝƌ�ĐŝƌĐƵůĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŵŝŶĞ�
are on the back porch with a fan gently moving the hot
air around.

Thanks to all of you who made it to
the ramble at Sally’s house. She’Ɛ�Ă�ƉƌĞƩǇ�
amazing orchid grower, as evidenced by her
impressive greenhouse and yard. She also
ĚŽĞƐ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ũŽď�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƟŶŐ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽǁ �ƚŽ�ƌĞͲ
pot. I learned from her years ago how to trim roots and
use cinnamon to protect the new ones coming
in. WŽƫ ŶŐ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͕�ƌĞƉŽƫ ŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�ŝŵͲ
portant and she makes it look easy. So thanks to Sally
ĂŶĚ�WĞƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŽƐƟŶŐ�ƵƐ͘ I also learned a new trick from

WĞƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�ŚŽǁ �ƚŽ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ŇŝŵƐǇ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ďŽƩ ůĞƐ͘ ষ

CALENDAR—SAVE THE DATES

Wed., Aug. 13, 6pm Board meeting

Wed., Aug. 13, 7pm Meeting

Speaker: Francisco Miranda of

Miranda Orchids in Haines City

He will bring plants to sell.

Sun., Oct. 12th Picnic

Sat., Oct. 18th Bus Trip (see page 3)

Wed., Dec. 10th Christmas Party

SUNSHINE

Deepest sympathy to Charis on the passing of her

beloved mother, Elizabeth, who was also a member.

Best wishes to Marisa Back as she receives treatment

and to Mary Ellen Jelen as she recovers from knee

surgery. Our thoughts are with Ed, and we hope Jed

is home soon.

ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT THE HEAT?

Then go to our website at

www.platinumcoastorchidsociety.org and click

on Rhyzome. Then click 2016 and read the

articles in the May and June newsletters about

heat and watering.

�Ɛ�ǇŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ ͕ �W�K^�ŝƐ�Ă�ǀ ŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌ�ƌƵŶ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ͘ So, we need volunteers or some of the perks we enjoy will not be
available. /�ŚĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ƚŚĂƚ͕ �ďƵƚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂŶĚ�ƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐƐƵŵĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ĚƵƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƵƐ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽĐŝĞͲ
ty a fun group to be a member. /�ŬŶŽǁ �ǇŽƵ�ŬĞĞƉ�ƐĞĞŝŶŐ�Ă�ůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ĨĂĐĞƐ�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ǀ ĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ͘ Some of them have
been doing it for years and they are now ready to hand over the baton to others. Are you willing to help? We need volun-
teers for the following:
 , ŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝƚǇ��ŚĂŝƌ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŶĂĐŬƐ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͘ dŚĂƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ƐĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�Ă�ƐŚĞĞƚ�Ăƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ�ĨŽƌ�

ǀ ŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ďƌŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƐŶĂĐŬƐ͕�ŚĞůƉ�ƐĞƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ŽƵƚͬ ŬĞĞƉ�ƚŚĞŵ�ĐŽŵŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐůĞĂŶŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ĂŌĞƌǁ ĂƌĚƐ͘ As of yet no one has
ĂŐƌĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƉůĂĐĞ�<ĂƚŚǇ�ƐŽ�ǁ Ğ�ǁ ŝůů�ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƐŶĂĐŬƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘

 Annual Picnic is October 12th. Margaret and Kathy are in charge but need volunteers to help.
 Redlands trip is October 18th. Carolyn is in charge but needs volunteers to assist managing the day.
 Annual Holiday Party is December 10th. Tammy is in charge but needs volunteers to plan and host the event.
SOCIETY NEWSLETTER. WĂƫ �ŚĂƐ�ďĞĞŶ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĨŽƌ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ϭϳ �ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ƚĂŬĞ�ŝƚ�Žǀ Ğƌ͘ She will help that
ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ŐĞƚ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ĂƌŝŽƵƐ�ƟƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌŝĐŬƐ�ƐŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ůĞĂƌŶĞĚ�Žǀ Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ D ĂŶǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ƚƵƌŶ�ŝŶ�ŶĞǁ Ɛ͕�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ďƵƚ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐĞŵďůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĨŽ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ŶĞǁ ƐůĞƩĞƌ�ĨŽƌŵĂƚ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘ Are you that per-

son??? If you are willing to assume a role in the society, please contact any of the names above or me as soon as possi-
ble. We can’ƚ�ĚŽ�ŝƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŝŶǀ Žůǀ ĞĚ͊

See you on August 13th! Laura



What is this crowd doing????? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . They are learning how to repot.

These people were

just there to have

fun and visit!

(Above)

First, sterilize your tools—Sally uses a blow

torch. You can see the medium mixture she

ƵƐĞƐ͘ ��̂ ĞĞ�ƚŚĞ�D ĂǇ�ŶĞǁ ƐůĞƩ Ğƌ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶŐƌĞͲ

ĚŝĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚƐ͘ ���ůů�ŽůĚ�ŶĞǁ ƐůĞƩ ĞƌƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�

ĨŽƵŶĚ�Ăƚ�ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ƉůĂƟŶƵŵĐŽĂƐƚŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

EĞǆƚ�ƐŚĞ�ƚĂŬĞƐ�Ă�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ�Žī �ŽĨ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŚĞƌ�ůĂƌŐĞ�

plants. Next she sprinkles some cinnamon on

the cut part of the plant and checks to see in

ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂŶƚ�ŝƐ�ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐ͘��̂ ŚĞ�ƉůĂĐͲ

es the plant in a pot with the back side of the

ĐƵƫ ŶŐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩ ĂĐŚĞƐ�

ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƫ ŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŶŐ�ƐŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ͘��zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�

also buy these rings for stabilizing your plant or

ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĂƩ ĂĐŚ��ƚŽ�Ă�ŚĂŶŐĞƌ͘

Next (below) she pours the medium mixture

around the plant in the pot. Tap, tap, tap on

ƚŚĞ�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞƩ ůĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝǆƚƵƌĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�

roots.

Below: Witha in Sally’s greenhouse -

WOW! Sally also had lots of plants for

ĨƌĞĞ�Žƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĂůĞ�Ăƚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƫ ŶŐ�ĐŽƐƚ͕ �

so it was a great opportunity for us.

This was a

great oppor-

tunity to so-

cialize and

ask questions

of knowledge-

able members.



PCOS is an affiliate of the American Or-

chid Society (AOS). There’s an abun-

dance of information on the AOS web-

site. Please visit www.aos.org for arti-

cles, advice on growing orchids, and lots

of free information.

Ask Betty Adamson for an application if

you’re interested in joining.

For all current members, remember that

your renewal notice will arrive in the

Orchid Magazine prior to your month of

renewal.

www.aos.org

FOR AOS MEMBERS: The AOS also

has a presence on Facebook. There is

a group with close to 65,000 members,

and a page. Each allows you to post pho-

tographs and ask questions about your

orchids. The group is the most active of

the two, and group members usually re-

spond quickly to posts. The page is paral-

lel to the AOS Instagram account. https://

www.facebook.com/

groups/52597049839 https://

www.facebook.com/

UPCOMING SHOWS

Sept. 13-14 Ridge Orchid Society Show

1515 Williamsburg Sq., Lakeland, FL

Oct. 18 Bus trip—See info below

Oct. 25 Gainesville Orchid Society Show

Kanapaha Botanical Garden

Gainesville, FL

BUS TRIP:

When: Sat., Oct. 18th

Cost: $35 per passenger

General Information:

 Admission to the orchid show is included with
your bus fare. Wristbands will be provided
ahead of time to streamline entry into the show.

 The driving time is approximately 4 hours each
way. We will provide donuts and water on the
way down and light snacks and wine on the way
back.

 Purchase you meal (dinner) at the show and
bring it on the bus for the ride home.

 There is a bathroom onboard.

 There is plenty of storage room under the bus
for your purchases.

 Bring a friend and introduce them to the
wonderful world of orchids (same fee as the
members).

Email Carolyn Anderson by September 1st at
cjane.anderson@gmail.com with your name and phone
number, if you would like to attend.



2025 PCOS OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN

PRESIDENT

Laura Blackmon

VICE PRESIDENT

Tom Dixon

TREASURER

Charis Gaines

SECRETARY

Tammy Cheng

DIRECTORS

Carolyn Anderson (2025)

Lois Fletcher (2025)

Ann Wade (2025-26)

Phyllis Gautreaux (2025-26)

PAST PRESIDENT

Margaret Croucher

PCOS Mailing Address:

Platinum Coast Orchid Society

P.O. Box 540991

Merritt Island, FL 32954

Website:

PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

BE PART OF THE TEAM!

PLANT FORUM

Betty Adamson

MEMBERSHIP

Margaret Smith

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Alert—Editor needed

SUNSHINE

Betty Adamson

GREETERS

Margaret Smith & Jennifer Starr

AOS LIAISON

Betty Adamson

RAFFLE

JoAnn Amos

WEBMASTER

Bill Jelen

AUDIO

Scott Anderson

REFRESHMENTS

Alert—Chairman needed.

SHOW CHAIRMAN

Carolyn Anderson


