
CALENDAR —SAVE THE DATES  

Wednesday, July 8th,  6 p.m. 

Board Meeting. 

Wednesday, July 8th,  7 p.m. 

General Meeting. 

Saturday, August 1.  Open 

House at Orchid Trail on Merritt 

Island. 8 a.m. to noon. 

Wednesday, September 9th,   

6 p.m. Board Meeting. 

Wednesday, September 9th,   

7 p.m. General Meeting. 

SUNSHINE 

It is with a heartfelt sorrow to report that 
Scott and Carolyn’s mother; Jane 
Anderson passed away after a lengthy 
illness.  Our thoughts are with you both 
and offer our love and support. 
  
Ed Kidder and Jed are up in Maine at 
their  "Summer House". It is so beautiful 
there! The flipside is they are dealing with 
health and home challenges. We wish you 
both strength and recovery in your Happy 
Place! We will see you back here in the 
Fall.  
 
Please contact Mary Ellen Jelen at 330-
715-2874 if you or another PCOS member 
is in need of some sunshine. Please do not 
disclose any personal information that the 
person has not granted permission to give. 

President’s Message 

Wow! It’s only the first part of July and already HOT!!!  I hope you are 
getting rain to help with your orchids. Unfortunately, my neighborhood 

seems to be in a desert-like dry zone. It rains all around us but not ON us.   

At the June meeting the membership approved a $600 donation to the 
AOS Florida North Central Judging Center in Mt. Dora in appreciation of 
the volunteer AOS certified members who attend our show to judge the 
professional and hobbyist entries.  This is an all-day job that involves 
looking at every entry in 116 class categories, awarding first, second and 
third ribbons for those categories, as well as trophies for 20 best of show 
plant genres and 5 special trophies including our own Jubilee Award and 
AOS awards.  Year after year they do a fantastic job for us and I know the 

donation is appreciated.  Their check is already in the mail. 

The membership also approved a $1,000 donation to Candlelighters of 
Brevard County.  This is a wonderful organization that we’ve donated to for 
the past several years.  It’s a non-profit organization who provides financial 
assistance as well as emotional support to children with cancer and their 
families.  They are located in Indialantic but work with families in both 
Brevard and Indian River counties.  You can check them out at 
candlelightersofbrevard.org and see how you can help.  I personally like to 
visit their thrift shop at 436 5th Avenue (Hwy 192) in Indialantic.  A 

representative will be at our meeting July 8th to receive their check. 

Just a word about the issue of name changing.  At the July meeting we will 
vote to decide on a name we might want to call our society.  Then in 
September (remember we have a ramble on August 1st and no August 
regular meeting) we will vote whether or not to keep Platinum Coast or 
change to the new name approved in July.  This will be an amendment to 
the bylaws and must follow a specific process.  So, in July we discuss a 
possible name and in September whether or not to keep Platinum Coast or 
adopt the new name approved, by majority, in July.  Email me if you have 

any questions. 

If you have plans for this Saturday’s 250th July 4th birthday celebration, 
please stay safe.  Between the heat, the rain, lighting, fireworks and large 

crowds it pays to be vigilant.  See you on July 8th. 

Laura 



2027 PCOS Elections 

 

Now is the time we begin preparing for officer elections in November.  Per the bylaws, the 
membership appoints a nominating committee of 3 members in August.  Since we are not meeting 
in August, the approval of the nominating committee will be on the July 8

th
 agenda.   At the 

September meeting a slate of officers for each vacant position will be presented by the nominating 
committee.  We will be electing a president, vice president, secretary, and treasurer for a one-year 
term and two directors to serve a two-year term.   
 
The following outlines the basic duties and responsibilities of each position. 
 
President 

Presiding officer for all meetings 
Serve as chairman of the Executive Board 
Prepare agendas for Board and General Membership meetings 
Maintain contact and consults with Board members regarding important issues that may arise 
Appoint members to serve various chairs that handle the many responsibilities of running the 

organization such as membership, show, sunshine, etc. as outlined in the society bylaws 
Writes President’s Message for monthly newsletter 
Represents the society in public events and correspondence 

 
Vice President 

Assume the duties of the President should s(he) be absent from meetings, events, or can no 
longer serve in the position 

Responsible for programing monthly meetings (performed mostly through emails, phone calls 
and internet searches) 

Make sure raffle plants are available if not provided by a speaker 
Prepared to take on duties such as projects and research at the request of the president 
Attend monthly board meetings, general membership meetings, society events and prepare to 

volunteer when needed 
 
Secretary 

Take notes and prepare minutes for monthly board and 
general membership meetings 

Distributes draft minutes to the president and others if 
needed for editing/proofing 

Ensures the final draft minutes from the general membership 
meetings are placed on the member’s section of the 
website so members can review prior to the next meeting 

Ensures final minutes from the general membership 
meetings as well as other important notices, reports or 
documents are placed on the website 

Maintain a notebook of meeting minutes, treasurer’s reports, 
other important society reports and correspondence for 
future reference  

Attend monthly board meetings, general membership 
meetings, society events and prepare to volunteer when 
needed 

 

(continued on next page) 

 



 

WHERE DID THE NAME “PLATINUM COAST” COME FROM? 

Margaret Smith recently sent me an email suggesting the origin of the name is something the membership 
should know.  My family moved to Brevard from Orlando in the early 1960’s, so I’ve always heard the area 
referred to as Space Coast.  I even googled Platinum Coast when I first joined PCOS and found it was the 
nickname of the Naples area.  Evidently, I didn’t ask the question correctly. 

Charis Gaines did an AI google search and found in the 1950’s, before the influx of NASA and the Apollo 
program, the Space Coast was unofficially marketed and occasionally known as the Platinum Coast.  The 
earliest known marketing of the nickname came in 1958 and was credited to an executive at FPL who 
wanted to drum up regional real estate and tourism interest. 

As the American space program expanded, local maps still reference the “Platinum Coast.” However, the 
monumental fame of the nearby Kennedy Space Center quickly and permanently shifted public perception 
and the name Space Coast took hold. 

The Platinum Coast Orchid Society was founded in 1956, so it’s obvious why the founders used the name. 

So now we know! 

Laura 

(Continued from previous page) 

 

Treasurer  

Maintains Society accounts and is point of contact for Society accounts at a local bank. 
Keeper of the Society’s checkbook and balances the accounts monthly. 
Prepares a monthly financial report for the Board and General Membership meeting and files 

the report for audit 
Processes expense vouchers from members and issues checks for reimbursement 
Responsible for depositing all monies received on a monthly basis. 
Responsible for maintaining a daily bank during the orchid show, counting the revenue re-

ceived daily, depositing the monies and creating a final show revenue/expenditure report. 
Pays bills received for the society including meeting space rental, Sun Biz, purchases, etc. 
Retrieves society mail from local mail box at post office, deposits monies received and dispers-

es other correspondence to appropriate members. 
Attend monthly board meetings, general membership meetings, society events and prepare to 

volunteer when needed 
 

Board Directors 

Represent the members of the society and bring their concerns to the full Board. 
Represent the Board and take Board ideas to the membership to gauge the wishes of the gen-

eral membership. 
Attend all Board meetings and General Membership meetings  
Set an example in volunteering for and attending society activities.  Specifically, with events 

such as the Orchid Show, the annual picnic, and the Holiday Party 
Be actively involved in recruiting members to accept certain non-elected positions in the socie-

ty, such as newsletter editor, hospitality chair, ramble hosts, etc. 
Willingly volunteer to serve as chair or be on the committee created to handle specific projects 

for the organization 



 UPCOMING PCOS EVENTS 
 

July 8, 2026.  Serena Roman – “Lady 
Vanda” 
 
August 1, 2026.  Open House at Orchid 
Trail on Merritt Island.  8 a.m. to noon. 
 
September 9, 2026.  Tomas Bajza. 
 
October 14, 2026. Mike Sands from 
Tangled Roots Nursery 
 
November 11, 2026.  A speaker from 
Florida Orchid House. 
 
December 9, 2026.  PCOS Holiday 
Party. 

                CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS 

  
We have a fall picnic and our annual Holiday Party 
coming up.  We need someone to chair these events.   
 
Contact Laura to let her know if you are interested. 

JULY SPEAKER 

Lady Vanda Orchids was founded by Serena Roman and Ernesto Cabezas, a Florida -
based husband and wife duo whose business was born from something deeply personal — 
a childhood memory and a nickname that stuck for decades.  
 
For Serena, the love of orchids started young. Her grandmother kept a beautiful 
Phalaenopsis collection — Serena's first introduction to orchid growing, as it is for so many 
hobbyists. As she mastered their cultivation, she found herself drawn deeper into the world 
of orchids, captivated above all by Vandas. With the affection only a grandmother can give, 
she nicknamed her "Señorita Vanda." 
 
"With the encouragement of her husband, that nickname became the 
foundation of something real." 
— The origin of Lady Vanda Orchids 
 
Decades later, Lady Vanda Orchids took root in  Homestead, 
Florida — the heart of the American orchid-growing region. Since 
2020, they've shipped some of the finest orchids in the country to 
hobbyists and collectors across the United States.  
 
In 2024, Serena and Ernesto made the move to  Ocala, Florida, 
where Lady Vanda Orchids continues to grow — now rooted in 
the rolling hills and rich growing culture of Central Florida. As a 
fully licensed nursery and the only licensed orchid nursery in 
Marion County, Lady Vanda Orchids is proud to serve both the 
local community and collectors nationwide.   
 
https://ladyvanda.com 

ANYONE FOR THE TAMIAMI ORCHID 
SHOW IN 2027??? 

  

Carolyn Anderson has made contact with the 
promoters of next year’s Tamiami Orchid Show.  The 
dates are January 15-17, 2027.  We’ll be planning 
another bus trip but all of the information is not yet 
available.  We do know entry is free and we’ll be paid 
50 cents per mile to offset the cost of the bus 
trip.  However, we still don’t have a price for the 
bus.  Anyone considering going to the show should 
mark their calendar now! 



Photos by Jennifer Starr 

JUNE 10th MEETING 

ORCHID POTTING TIP 
By Laura Blackmon 

  

Seasoned orchid growers like to minimize transmitting pests, 
fungi or other diseases from one plant to another during the 
repotting process.  One way to do this is to use a stack of 
opened newspaper pages as a base or cover for your potting 
table.  Each time you finish repotting a plant, simply remove 
the top sheet of newspaper and begin repotting the next 
plant on a clean sheet of paper.  Violet Smith will be bringing 
her extra stash of used newspaper to the next meeting for 
anyone who wants to try this method.  Anyone else who has 
extra newspapers is welcome bring them to the meeting as 
well. 



JULY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
Betty Adamson 

Carolyn Anderson 
Tammy Cheng 

Carole Gay 
Ginny Oliphant 
Charlie Scholes 
Zackery Smith 
Heather Stites 
Mark Walters 

Catherine Wright 

June 10th 

Photos by Jennifer Starr 



One Orchid’s Journey 

By Margaret Croucher 

 

The June newsletter included Laura’s wonderful article about 

Florida Native Orchids. At the Central Florida Orchid Show in 

May, our member Sally Pancoast won Best Native Florida 

Species for her beautiful Encyclia tampensis.  

This particular plant began life in the remote farming town of 

Immokalee, Florida. Its journey began in the early 1970’s 

when my 10-year-old nephew found it on a branch that had 

fallen from a tree. He gave it to his mother (my oldest sister) 

who was there to visit a friend. My sister is a plant person like 

me, so it grew for 25 years in her yard in Ft. Lauderdale. 

When she moved to Tennessee in the mid 1990’s, she gave it 

to me.  

I was living in Miami, and over the years I gave pieces to 

friends who grew orchids. Patti and Charlie Scholes got a 

piece, and a few years later when they were moving to North 

Carolina, Charlie took their plant out to Everglades National 

Park to return the plant to its native habitat. We all hope it 

survived. 

After many more years Bill & I moved to Merritt Island and my 

orchid collection came with us, including my thriving Encyclia 

tampensis. It continued to grow and I continued to give small 

pieces to my orchid friends here. One small division went to 

Sally Pancost, and Sally grew it into the wonderful species plant 

that won the Best Native Florida Species award in May. (See 

photo above) 

The story doesn’t end there. A few years ago, I discovered that 

seeds from my original rescued Encyclia tampensis found a 

way from the west side of my house onto a Robellini palm on 

the east side of my house. Nature found a way! And, it survived 

the freeze we had last winter. (See photo on right). 

I’m happy to report that all these plants are doing fine. I always 

give a status report to my sister who moved to Tennessee, and 

she’s happy as well. I’ve learned over the years that sharing 

orchids brings joy, and this is one hardy plant! 



PCOS is an affiliate of the American 

Orchid Society (AOS).  There’s an 

abundance of information on the AOS 

website.   Please visit www.aos.org for 

articles, advice on growing orchids, and 

lots of free information.   

Ask Margaret Croucher for an application 

if you’re interested in joining. 

For all current members, remember that 

your renewal notice will arrive  in the  

Orchid Magazine prior to your month of 

renewal.   

www.aos.org 

           

FOR AOS MEMBERS:  The AOS also 

has a presence on Facebook. There is 

a  group with close to 65,000 members, 

and a page. Each allows you to post 

photographs and ask questions about your 

orchids. The group is the most active of 

the two, and group members usually 

respond quickly to posts. The page is 

parallel to the AOS Instagram 

account. https://www.facebook.com/

groups/52597049839 https://

www.facebook.com/

AmericanOrchidSociety 

UPCOMING 

 

Note:  There are no upcoming shows in our part of the 
country until later in the fall. 

AOS WEBINARS 
 
AOS Webinars are on-line presentations that can be 
watched live or recorded on the AOS web-site.  You 
must register on-line for the live presentations but 
there is no cost.  Some of the presentations are 
available to the general public and some only 
available to AOS members. 
 
This program is upcoming: 
  
*Greenhouse Chat, Thursday July 9

th
 from 8:30-9:30 

pm EDT.  Get answers to your questions about all 
things relating to orchids.  Send questions and 
pictures to Sandra Svovoda 
at greenhousechat@aos.org by July 5

th
, 

2026.  Available to the general public. 

https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/9tat/x/6de/6L0/6MCTKg/zetFOdOOLp/P/P/rt
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/9tat/d/6d3/6L0/6MCTKg/6fbuGaWsfZ/P/P/rt
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/9tat/S/6de/6L0/6MCTKg/zD8QbjPDX6/P/P/rt
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/9tat/S/6de/6L0/6MCTKg/zD8QbjPDX6/P/P/rt
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/9tat/B/6d3/6L0/6MCTKg/iT5G4B7Aq/P/P/rt
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/9tat/B/6d3/6L0/6MCTKg/iT5G4B7Aq/P/P/rt
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/9tat/B/6d3/6L0/6MCTKg/iT5G4B7Aq/P/P/rt
mailto:greenhousechat@aos.org


PCOS Mailing Address: 

 Platinum Coast Orchid Society 

 P.O. Box 540991 

 Merritt Island, FL  32954 

2026 PCOS  OFFICERS  

 

PRESIDENT   Laura Blackmon 

VICE PRESIDENT   Tom Dixon 

TREASURER   Charis Gaines  

SECRETARY   Tammy Cheng 

 

DIRECTORS 

Lois Fletcher (2026) 

Wanda Morales (2026) 

Karen Chandler (2026-27) 

Bruce Tatje (2026-27) 

 

PAST PRESIDENT   Margaret Croucher 

 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

PLANT FORUM 

 Ed Kidder 

 MEMBERSHIP 

 Margaret Smith 

 NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 Elizabeth Bishop  

 SUNSHINE  

 Mary Ellen Jellen 

 GREETERS 

 Margaret Smith & Jennifer 

Starr 

 AOS LIAISON 

 Margaret Croucher 

 RAFFLE 

 JoAnn Amos 

 PUBLICITY 

 Erin Boden 

 WEBMASTER 

 Bill Jelen 

 AUDIO 

 Scott Anderson 

 REFRESHMENTS 

 Mike Starr 

 SHOW CHAIRMAN 

 Carolyn Anderson 

Website:    https://PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org/ 

FaceBook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/166627883901964 

BE PART OF  

THE TEAM 


