
CALENDAR

Wed., June 12, 6pm—Board Meeting

Wed., June 12, 7pm—General Meeting

Speaker: Courtney Hackney—Author of

American Cattleyas . Professor Emeritus, Uni-

versity of North Florida in Jacksonville, now

retired, and an orchid Hybridizer winning many

AOS awards.

He will bring orchids for our raffle and to sell.

SUNSHINE

Continuing to send speedy get well wishes to Clive,

Kathy, and Ed.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

After all the work and planning, we can now cele-
brate another successful Orchid Show. Many thanks
to all of our volunteers who made it possible. I
heard so many wonderful things about our Show
from members, patrons and vendors. I can’t remem-
ber them all but my favorite was from a new mem-
ber who said, “Orchid people are so nice.” Yes, we
are, especially all you PCOS people.

With our May meeting, we returned to our regular
meetings with a guest speaker. Dave Sorokowsky
(Paph Paradise) gave us an excellent program on
growing Paphiopedilums. Many of us purchased
plants from Dave or won one in our raffle, hoping to
be successful with this genus. Orchid growers must
have endless hope and lots of patience.

Our June speaker will be Dr. Courtney Hackney. He
is an author, award winner, hybridizer, and Profes-
sor Emeritus at the University of North Florida in
Jacksonville, now retired. His talk will be on classic
heirloom cattleyas. Please come and enjoy Dr.
Hackney’s program.

Margaret

Above is the PCOS display we put in at the Volusia show. It won an AOS
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pose with her.

Mark Walter’Ɛ��ĂƩ ůĞǇĂ�t ŚǇ�E Žƚ�ǁ ŽŶ��ĞƐƚ�̂ ŵĂůů��ĂƩ ůĞǇĂ��ůůŝĂŶĐĞ�Ăƚ�ŽƵƌ�
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at the Volusia Show. It is the big red plant in the middle of the above display.



Orchids Out of Africa
By the Editor

Years ago, after visiting South Africa, I wrote about the Ansellia africana in a newsletter.

Fourteen years and seven visits later, what a delightful surprise it was to learn that our ranger,

Darryn, shown below in front of a resident orchid at Elephant Plains Game Lodge in the Sabi

Sands area of Greater Kruger, is an orchid lover, also. This year, Charlie took along his fa-

mous Excel spreadsheet of orchids and notes on his orchid mix, which Darryn might need as

he adds to his orchid collection.

Already, he is so enthused that he has built an orchid

“room” and always has his eyes open for interesting

orchid culture options. The ones at the lodge grow

naturally in the trees. I told Darryn all about our soci-

ety and show and promised to send a newsletter.

Below are photos of his blooming Ansellia africana

and a culture sheet. Charlie and I recently bought one

of these from a South African vendor at the Krull

Smith festival, but if you really want one, Krull Smith

also sells them. Needless to say, Charlie immediately repotted it (in his own mix). We will

see if it survives in his cattleya collection. Darryn gave him some pointers. Stay tuned.

Vital Statistics

Name
Leopard Orchid

>ĂƟŶ�E ĂŵĞ
Ansellia africana

�ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ
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tember.

Habitat
The Leopard Orchid is found in hot, dry river valleys of South
Africa in the Limpopo Province, the Mpumalanga Lowveld and
KwaZulu Natal. Into africa it is found in the tropical regions of
Northern Namibia, Botswana and Swaziland.

Field Notes
Hawk moths feed on the sweetly scented flowers at night and the 

roots are especially adapted to ensure its survival as an epiphyte.

dŚĞ�>ĞŽƉĂƌĚ�KƌĐŚŝĚ�ŝƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ůŽǀ Ğ�ĐŚĂƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĂŶƟĚŽƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�

bad dreams and at homesteads to ward off lightning. It is also much 

in demand as a specimen plant in gardens.
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society exhibit.
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info

L-R Witha, Bert, and Show chair, Carolyn, con-

ƐƚƌƵĐƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů�ĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�

the show. Great job on everything, Carolyn!

�ƚ�ůĞŌ͕ �ǁ Ğ�ǁ ĞůͲ

come our new

exhibitors Brevard

Orchid Society.

At right, it’s great

ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ůŽŶŐƟŵĞ�

exhibitors Volusia

County Orchid

Society return

again.

At right, we welcome first 

ƟŵĞ�ŶŝĐŚĞ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƚŽƌ͕��ƵƌͲ

ƟƐ͕ �ǁ ŚŽ�ĐĂŵĞ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇ�

from Trinidad.

�ƚ�ůĞŌ͕ �<ĂƌĞŶ’s niche did so

well last year, she decided

to enter again and again.



THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE AREA MEDIA
OUTLETS WHO COVERED OUR SHOW:

BREVARD BUSINESS NEWS ARTICLE AND ADRIENNE ROTH WHO SPONSORED AN AD

FOR US.

FLORIDA TODAY AND MARIA SONNENBERG WHO WROTE THE LOVELY TGIF COLUMN
ON OPENING DAY AND IN “BEST BETS”

HOMETOWN NEWS AND TO BRITTANY O’RUACHAINN WHO WROTE THE LOVELY
FRONT PAGE ARTICLE ABOUT THE SHOW.

SALLY SCALERA, WHO INCLUDED US IN HER WEEKLY “GARDENING” COLUMN IN

FLORIDA TODAY.

SPACE COAST DAILY WHO RAN SEVERAL ARTICLES ABOUT THE SHOW IN THE

PRECEDING MONTHS AND THEN TAPED AND PRESENTED THE SHOW VIDEO.

SPECTRUM NEWS AND ALLISON WALKER WHO DID THE AMAZING “ON THE TOWN”

INTERVIEW WITH CLIVE.

MERRITT ISLAND NOW and SENIOR SCENE

MAGAZINE CALENDAR

ONLINE CALENDARS: THE BUZZ,

DESTINATION BREVARD, BREVARD

CULTURAL ALLIANCE and EVERYTHING

BREVARD

*Please let the editor know if you find any others.



�ĞƩǇ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌĐŚ

Completed society exhibit

^ŚŽǁ �ĚĞĚŝĐĂƟŽŶ—Michelle MacDonald

Fletcher brought in a collage of photos. Our amazing Courtesy

Booth

First visitors to the show

arrive

Registered plant table



Accent Orchids

Ace Hardware

Altman’s Cooling & Heating

Amici’s/Chef’s Table Restaurant

Anna Palermo

Baci’s Bar and Restaurant

Barbara & Dennis Biondi

Laura Blackmon

Bredren Orchids

Causeway Diner

Karen & Leonard Chandler

Chaparral Mexican Grill

Cypress Mulch & Sod

Cocoa Beach Fish Camp Grill

Color Street Nail

Eaton Worms Organic Fertilizer

Edwin Kidder

El Leoncito—Viera

Emerald Island Nursery

Expressions Salon

First Merritt Chiropratic/

Acupuncture

4th Street Fillin’ Station

Florida Custom Aquatic Services

Frida’s Plants

Gold Mine—Merritt Island

Grill’s Seafood Deck

Grimaldi Candy Company

Hick’s Orchid Supply

Hobb’s Pharmacy

Island Animal Hospital

James & Laura Rice

Jon’s Fine Jewelry

Karen & Cleve Chandler

Karen Andreas

Krull Smith Orchids

Kylee Salon & Spa

La Bella Spa

LongDoggers—CB & Viera

Fletcher MacDonald

Margaret & Bill Croucher

Merritt Island Plant Shop

MrExcel.com

MrsExcel.com

Mrs. Mango & Company

Nolan’s Irish Pub

Odom’s Orchids

Orchids in Bloom

Orchid Trail

Orchis Floriculturing

Palm Shores Bistro

Peter & Sally Pancoast

Pilates by Jessica

Quilts & Lace Quilt Store

Ritter Tropic 1 Orchids

Rockledge Gardens

Rumors Hair Salon

Salon Belle Rouge

Sandbar Sports Grill

Charlie & Patti Scholes

Smiley’s Orchids & Greenery

So Orchids

Star Salon Spa

THANK YOU

TO OUR

AMAZING

SHOW

SPONSORS

State Farm Insurance—Jim Holder

Sun Harbor Nursery

Sunset Waterfront Bar & Grill

Thunderbird Printing

Tropical Island Nursery

Travis Hardware

Twisted Birch Sports Bar & Grill

WeReportSpace.com

Brevard County Dog Training Club

Cape Canaveral Lighthouse Foundation

Adrienne Roth at Brevard Business News



BEAUTIFUL EXHIBITS

Rose (above) joined at

the last show and

jumped right in to do a

niche at this year’s show.

Thanks to members and

�ƵƌƟƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�dƌŝŶŝĚĂĚ�ǁ ŚŽ�

ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŝĐŚĞ�

exhibits.

�ƚ�ďŽƩ Žŵ�ůĞŌ͕ �ǀ ĞŶĚŽƌ�

exhibits

�ƚ�ďŽƩ Žŵ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͕ ��ĞŶͲ

tral Florida Orchid So-

ciety joins us again to

put in a lovely exhibit.



PCOS is an affiliate of the American Orchid So-

ciety (AOS). There’s an abundance of infor-

mation on the AOS website. Please visit

www.aos.org for articles, advice on growing or-

chids, and lots of free information.

Ask Betty Adamson for an application if you’re

interested in joining.

For all current members, remember that your re-

newal notice will arrive in the Orchid Magazine

prior to your month of renewal.

www.aos.org

FOR AOS MEMBERS: The AOS also has a pres-

ence on Facebook. There is a group with close to

65,000 members, and a page. Each allows you to

post photographs and ask questions about your or-

chids. The group is the most active of the two, and

group members usually respond quickly to posts.

The page is parallel to the AOS Instagram ac-

count. https://www.facebook.com/

groups/52597049839 https://www.facebook.com/

AmericanOrchidSociety

UPCOMING SHOWS

June 1-2 Central Florida Orchid Show

Florida National Guard Armory

Orlando, FL

*Our team will put in an exhibit on May
31st. Many thanks to Laura and team mem-
bers.

May Meeting

Dave Sorokowsky from Paph Paradise was our

guest speaker. His lecture “Don’t Fear the Slip-

per” was enjoyed by all.

This was a great opportunity to introduce a paph

to your collection and get some expert advice.

Plant Forum



2024 PCOS OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN

PRESIDENT

Margaret Croucher

President@PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

VICE PRESIDENT

Ed Kidder

VP@PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

TREASURER

Mary Ellen Jelen

Treasurer@PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

SECRETARY

Janet Scenna

Secretary@PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

DIRECTORS

Tammy Cheng (2024)

Anna Palermo (2024)

Tom Dixon (2024-2025)

Carolyn Anderson(2024-2025)

Bert Forbush (2024)

PCOS Mailing Address:

Platinum Coast Orchid Society

P.O. Box 540991

Merritt Island, FL 32954

BE PART OF THE TEAM!

PLANT FORUM

Betty Adamson

MEMBERSHIP

Margaret Smith

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Patti Scholes

SUNSHINE

Betty Adamson

GREETERS

Margaret Smith & Jennifer Starr

AOS LIAISON

Betty Adamson

RAFFLE

JoAnn Amos

WEBMASTER

Bill Jelen

AUDIO

Scott Anderson

REFRESHMENTS

Kathy Ballance

SHOW CHAIR

Carolyn Anderson


