Our program for May is on vandas and will be presented by Cindy Christie. Please don’t arrive until
6:30, so our board members can efficiently cover all
of the business needed to plan a successful summer.
Attendees will be expected to wear masks and sit six
feet apart. There will be no refreshments served, but
there will be a raffle.
If you would like to have a ramble at your home in
July please let Laura Blackmon know. Walter’s Orchids has invited us to visit during the month, also.
Details will be in the June newsletter.

Laura’s Trigonidium egertonianum from the March forum
table. It’ƐĂƌĞůĂƟǀ ĞŽĨD ĂǆŝůůĂƌŝĂ͘

CALENDAR
Wed., May 12, 6:00 Board Mtg.
Wed., May 12, 7:00 Meeting
Cindy Christie on vandas

RAYS OF SUNSHINE
Congratulations and thanks to our Officers and Directors for "rolling over". We couldn't proceed with our
annual elections so we chose an alternative way! They kept our society on-going during the pandemic. Thanks to Patti for her frequent emails, pictures, and newsletters during our quarantine. We appreciate
Bill's assistance during our slide programs and we keep enjoying Laura's recycling her kitty litter buckets
to us. Thanks also to Charlie for his photography skills and to Mark for volunteering to host our July garden tour. Our plant forum was once again a time to share our success and sometimes our failures. Remember to bring in your plants, it's always a relaxed learning session for us.
BA

We had a wonderful selection of plants at
our April plant forum. Hope to see as
many in May.

GREAT PLACES FOR MEMBERS TO FIND
INFORMATION ON ORCHIDS:

Exciting - A Plant Sale!!
Shows must be just around the corner!

1. Programs—Take notes—someday
they will make sense.
2. K ^D ĂŐĂǌŝŶĞĂƌƟĐůĞƐ͘ “Orchids” is
Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞĂƚĞǀ ĞƌǇŵĞĞƟŶŐĨŽƌĐŚĞĐŬ
out.
3. Members— ƐŬůŽŶŐƟŵĞŵĞŵďĞƌƐ
about orchids, but realize that your
ǇĂƌĚĂŶĚƉŽƫ ŶŐĐŚŽŝĐĞƐĂƌĞŬĞǇ͘t Ğ
all use trial and error to succeed.
4. Internet sites—www.aos.org—This
AOS site has the answer to almost
ĂŶǇƋƵĞƐƟŽŶ͘ 
5. Rambles at members’ homes to help
ǇŽƵŝĚĞŶƟĨǇƚŚĞďĞƐƚǁ ĂǇƚŽŐƌŽǁ 
your orchids.
PCOS is an affiliate of the American Orchid Society
(AOS). There’s an abundance of information on the
AOS website. Please visit www.aos.org for articles,
advice on growing orchids, and lots of free information.
Ask Betty Adamson for an application if you’re interested in joining.
For all current members, remember that your renewal
notice will arrive in the Orchid Magazine prior to
your month of renewal.
www.aos.org

MEETING QUIZ:
Do you remember the names of these two
mericlones? The ﬁrst person to send me the answer will win one of Charlie’s divisions.

April Meeting
with Courtney
Hackney
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Reprint from Orchids Magazine
D ĂǇ͗dŚĞD ŽŶƚŚŽĨǆƉůŽƌĂƟŽŶĂŶĚ Ěǀ ĞŶƚƵƌĞďǇdŚŽŵĂƐD ŝƌĞŶĚĂ
A great thinker named Helen Keller once wrote this: “^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇŝƐŵŽƐƚůǇĂƐƵƉĞƌƐƟƟŽŶ͘ /ƚĚŽĞƐŶŽƚĞǆŝƐƚŝŶŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕ ŶŽƌ
do the children of men as a whole experience it. Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than outright exposure. Life
is either a daring adventure, or nothing.” /ĚĂƌĞƐĂǇƐŚĞŚĂĚĂǀ ĞƌǇĚŝī ĞƌĞŶƚƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀ ĞĂďŽƵƚůŝĨĞƚŚĂŶƚŚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨƵƐ͕ 
ďƵƚ/ďĞůŝĞǀ ĞƚŚĂƚƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀ ĞƌĞǀ ĞĂůĞĚĂůĂƌŐĞƌƚƌƵƚŚƚŽŚĞƌ͘ /ĐĂŶ’t imagine how dangerous it would be to be blind, nor
ǁ ŚĂƚĂŶĂĚǀ ĞŶƚƵƌĞŝƚǁ ŽƵůĚďĞƚŽĚŝƐĐŽǀ Ğƌ͕ ŽƌƌĞĚŝƐĐŽǀ Ğƌ͕ ŽƵƌǁ ŽƌůĚŵŝŶƵƐƚŚĞŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞŐŝŌŽĨƐŝŐŚƚ͊ /ŶĂǁ ĂǇ͕ǁ ŝƚŚŽƵƚ
ǀ ĞŶƚƵƌŝŶŐŽƵƚŝŶƚŽƚŚĞǁ ŽƌůĚ͕ ǁ ĞĂƌĞďůŝŶĚƚŽŝƚƐŵĂŶǇŐůŽƌŝĞƐĂŶĚŵǇƐƚĞƌŝĞƐ͘ ^ŽŵĞ͕ ůŝŬĞŽƵƌďĞĂƵƟĨƵůŶĂƟǀ ĞŽƌĐŚŝĚƐƉĞͲ
cies, might be just outside our back doors whereas others require treks across mountains, oceans and hemispheres to
discover.
This is a remarkable planet with outstanding and dazzling diversity. To spend your life in just one place, however safe
and lovely, would be like reading just one page of the encyclopedia. The ﬁelds and forests of May are a wonderland of
ﬂoral magic and I encourage you to get out there and see them for yourself. I try to go on an orchid trip every spring;
ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐĂůŽĐĂůũĂƵŶƚƚŽƚŚĞ' ƌĞĞŶ^ǁ ĂŵƉWƌĞƐĞƌǀ ĞŝŶE ŽƌƚŚĂƌŽůŝŶĂŝƐĂůů/ĐĂŶŵƵƐƚĞƌ͕ ďƵƚŝƚŝƐƐƟůůŵŽƐƚŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůǇ
ƐĂƟƐĨǇŝŶŐ͘ /ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞǇŽƵƚŚĂƚƚŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐŽŵĞĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐĂŶĚďĞĂƵƟĨƵůǁ ŝůĚĂŶĚŽƌĐŚŝĚ-rich areas well within driving
ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘ t ŝƚŚĂůŝƩ ůĞďŝƚŽĨƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͕ ǇŽƵĐĂŶĞĂƐŝůǇĮ ŶĚŽƵƚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞŵ͘ >ĂƐƚǇĞĂƌĂŐƌŽƵƉŽĨŵǇĨƌŝĞŶĚƐƌĞǀ ĞůĞĚŝŶƚŚĞ
spring spectacle that occurs annually on the island of Sicily. It was probably one of the best experiences of my life.
Don’t sit on the sidelines! Get out there and explore your world! Enjoy an adventurous spring this year!
EMERGENCY Don’t be alarmed! Spring is all about emergence. And your orchids are showing the signs of this. New
roots and growths are popping out of your plants rhizomes with incredible vigor now! Everything wants to grow in May
ǁ ŚŝůĞƚŚĞĂŝƌŝƐĐŽŽů͕ĨƌĞƐŚĂŶĚŵŽŝƐƚ͊ dŚĞŇŽǁ ĞƌƐŝŶǇŽƵƌŐĂƌĚĞŶǁ ŝůůĂƩ ĞƐƚƚŽƚŚŝƐďĂƐŝĐƚƌƵƚŚŽĨƚŚĞƐƉƌŝŶŐ͘
TAKE ME OUT Any cool- to intermediate-ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŝŶǇŽƵƌĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶĐĂŶďĞŵŽǀ ĞĚŽƵƚƐŝĚĞƚŚŝƐŵŽŶƚŚ͘ ƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ
orchids out for the ﬁne weather will produce stronger and tougher growths. Spring rains are falling and the delicious
ƌĂŝŶǁ ĂƚĞƌĐĂŶďĞĂƚŽŶŝĐĨŽƌƐƚƌƵŐŐůŝŶŐŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ͘ ŚůŽƌŝŶĞĂŶĚŇƵŽƌŝĚĞĂĚĚĞĚƚŽŽƵƌǁ ĂƚĞƌĂƌĞŽŌĞŶƚŚĞĐƵůƉƌŝƚƐǁ ŚĞŶĂŶ
orchid seems to languish. If such plants seem to perk up when exposed to spring rain and weather, it may be worth
ǇŽƵƌǁ ŚŝůĞƚŽŝŶǀ ĞƐƚŝŶƌĂŝŶďĂƌƌĞůƐŽƌĂƌĞǀ ĞƌƐĞŽƐŵŽƐŝƐǁ ĂƚĞƌƉƵƌŝĮ ĐĂƟŽŶƐǇƐƚĞŵĨŽƌǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚƐ͘
 K D WZK h  dĂŬĞƚŚŝƐƐƉƌŝŶŐŐƌŽǁ ƚŚƐƉƵƌƚĂƐǇŽƵƌŐŽůĚĞŶŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇƚŽƌĞƉŽƚ͘ ZĞƉŽƫ ŶŐĚƵƌŝŶŐĚŽƌŵĂŶĐǇ͕ǁ ŚŝůĞ
ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇŝĨĂƉůĂŶƚĨĂůůƐŽǀ ĞƌŽƌƐƚĂƌƚƐƚŽƌŽƚ͕ ŝƐƌĂƌĞůǇĂŐŽŽĚŝĚĞĂ͘ ƵƚƚŚĞƐƉƌŝŶŐ͕ ǁ ŚĞŶŶĞǁ ŽƌĐŚŝĚƌŽŽƚƐ
ĂƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚŝŶŐĨŽƌĨƌĞƐŚďĂƌŬƚŽĂĚŚĞƌĞƚŽ͕ ŝƐũƵƐƚĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞďĞƐƚƟŵĞƚŽƚĂŬĞŽŶƚŚŝƐĂŶŶƵĂůĐŚŽƌĞ͘ ĂƩ ůĞǇĂƐƚŚĂƚŚĂǀ Ğ
grown to the edge of their pots, oncidiums and miltonias with broken-down mixes, catasetums and lycastes coming out
ŽĨĚŽƌŵĂŶĐǇĂŶĚĂŶǇƉŽƚƚŚĂƚŚĂƐǁ ĞĞĚƐŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐŝŶŝƚ͕ ƐŚŽƵůĚďĞƚĂŬĞŶĂŶĚƌĞĚŽŶĞǁ ŚŝůĞƚŚĞǇĂƌĞŝŶĂĐƟǀ ĞŶĞǁ 
ŐƌŽǁ ƚŚ͘ WůĂŶƚƐĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚďĞƐƚǁ ŚĞŶƌĞƉŽƩ ĞĚǁ ŝƚŚĂďŽƵƚϭƚŽϮŝŶĐŚĞƐ(25–50 mm) of new root growth. Roots longer
than this are more easily damaged.
d,  ' K &t dE ^^ůǁ ĂǇƐƐŽĂŬǇŽƵƌďĂƌŬŽǀ ĞƌŶŝŐŚƚďĞĨŽƌĞĂƉŽƫ ŶŐƐĞƐƐŝŽŶ͘ K ƌĐŚŝĚƐƚĂŬĞŝŶǁ ĂƚĞƌƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞ
ǀ ĞůĂŵĞŶŝŶƚŚĞŝƌƌŽŽƚƐďǇŽƐŵŽƟĐƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ͘ /ĨǇŽƵƌŵŝǆŝƐƚŽŽĚƌŝĞĚŽƵƚ͕ ŝƚǁ ŝůůĂĐƚƵĂůůǇĚĞƐŝĐĐĂƚĞǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚƐďǇǁ ŝĐŬŝŶŐ
ŵŽŝƐƚƵƌĞŽƵƚ͊ dŚŝƐďĞŝŶŐƐĂŝĚ͕ ƌŽŽƚƐĂƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚŝŶŐĨŽƌŵŽŝƐƚƵƌĞĂŶĚŬĞĞƉŝŶŐƚŚĞŵƚŽŽǁ Ğƚǁ ŝůůŝŶŚŝďŝƚƚŚĞŝƌĐŽůŽŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ
ŽĨǇŽƵƌŶĞǁ ŵĞĚŝƵŵ͘ ůǁ ĂǇƐĂůůŽǁ ŶĞǁ ůǇƉŽƩ ĞĚƉůĂŶƚƐƚŽĚƌǇŽƵƚĂďŝƚďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶǁ ĂƚĞƌŝŶŐƐĨŽƌďĞƐƚƌĞƐƵůƚƐ͘ t ĂƚĞƌŝŶŐ
ĂŶĚĨĞƌƟůŝǌŝŶŐŝŶŐĞŶĞƌĂůƐŚŽƵůĚďĞƐƚĞƉƉĞĚƵƉƚŚŝƐƟŵĞŽĨǇĞĂƌ͘ dĂŬĞĂĚǀ ĂŶƚĂŐĞŽĨǇŽƵƌŽƌĐŚŝĚ’s natural willingness to
ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶƚŚĞƐƉƌŝŶŐ͘ t ĂƚĞƌĂŶĚĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞĂĐĐŽƌĚŝŶŐůǇ͊
EXPLORE YOUR WORLD Whether it’ƐƚŚĞǁ ŽŽĚĞĚĂƌĞĂĚŽǁ ŶƚŚĞƐƚƌĞĞƚŽƌĂĐƌŽƐƐĂŶŽĐĞĂŶ͕ ǁ ŝůĚŽƌĐŚŝĚƐĂƌĞƉĂƟĞŶƚůǇ
ǁ ĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌǇŽƵƚŽĚŝƐĐŽǀ ĞƌƚŚĞŵƚŚŝƐŵŽŶƚŚ͘  ŽŶ’ƚĚŝƐĂƉƉŽŝŶƚƚŚĞŵ͊ D ĂŶǇŽƌĐŚŝĚƐŽĐŝĞƟĞƐĂŶĚďŽƚĂŶŝĐŐĂƌĚĞŶƐŽī Ğƌ
ŶĂƚƵƌĞǁ ĂůŬƐĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌĞǆĐƵƌƐŝŽŶƐƚŚŝƐŵŽŶƚŚƚŽƐĞĞƐŽŵĞƉƌĞƩ ǇŝŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞƉůĂĐĞƐ͕ ĞŶĐƌƵƐƚĞĚǁ ŝƚŚĨĂŶƚĂƐƟĐƉůĂŶƚƐĂƚ
ƚŚĞŝƌƉĞĂŬ͘ /ĨƐƵĐŚƚƌŝƉƐĂƌĞũƵƐƚƚŽŽĐŚĂůůĞŶŐŝŶŐƚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚĞŝŶ͕ /ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞǇŽƵƚŽŐŽƚŽǇŽƵƌůŽĐĂůƉƵďůŝĐŐĂƌĚĞŶ͊ E ĂͲ
ƟŽŶĂůWƵďůŝĐ' ĂƌĚĞŶ ĂǇŝƐŽŶD ĂǇϵƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌ͗ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ŶĂƟŽŶĂůƉƵďůŝĐŐĂƌĚĞŶƐĚĂǇ͘ŽƌŐͬ ŐĂƌĚĞŶƐ.

ŽŶƟŶƵĞĚĨƌŽŵƉ͘ ϰ
I hope each and every one of you ventures out that day to see all the great marvels of nature, which are everywhere
on our spectacular planet.
— Tom Mirenda has been working professionally with orchids for over three decades and is the past chair of the AOS
ŽŶƐĞƌǀ ĂƟŽŶŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ͘ , ĞŝƐĂŶK ^ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĞĚũƵĚŐĞŝŶƚŚĞ, Ăǁ ĂŝŝĞŶƚĞƌ;ĞŵĂŝů͗ biophiliak@gmail.com).

From the AOS website…

AOS CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION DATES: October 27th - 30th, 2021
We are proud to present the American Orchid Society's Centennial Celebration!
The four-day celebration will encompass our 2021 Fall Members Meeting activities, an exciting live auction,
and a splendid gala banquet that will feature a gourmet dinner, live entertainment, music, and dancing in a
beautiful and historic setting.
Please join us at the beautiful landmark location - The Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables, Florida. We look forward to welcoming you as we celebrate this momentous occasion.

EVENTS:
Wednesday, October 27 - Meet and Greet reception for registrants 5-6 p.m.
Thursday, October 28 - AOS Judging, hosted by East Everglades Orchid Society
Friday, October 29 - Special Centennial Auction, starting at 7 p.m.
Saturday, October 30 - Speaker Series, until 3 p.m.
Saturday, October 30 - Centennial Gala, starting at 6 p.m.

