
CALENDAR

Wed., Oct. 11th 6pm Board Meeting

Wed., Oct. 11th 7pm Business Meeting

Program: Arthur Katz will speak on

“Rare and Unusual Orchids”

Lc. Schilleriana ‘Paradise Blue’

Sunshine

Some of our members were hit pretty

hard by Irma. While most of us only

had plant debris in our yards and

some inconveniences due to power

outages, others have had to move

from their homes due to flooding.

Keep them in your thoughts and

prayers.

Presidents Corner

We hope that everyone made it through

the storm and things are getting back to

normal.

Hopefully your orchid collections are re-

covering as well. Fall is just around the

corner and we will all enjoy some cooler

temperatures.

Our October meeting will be on the 11th,

and our speaker will be Arthur Katz.

For anyone with an interest in Facebook -

The Platinum Coast Orchid Society group

has been created and is currently “under

construction”. If you are a Facebook user,

please have a look.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the

next meeting.

Jodi

Monthly Checklist for September and October

Cattleya—Despite the shortening days and lowering angle of the
sun, September can still be one of the hottest months. Water and
fertilizer need to be in balance with heat and light. The alert grow-
er will notice, however, that his or her plants are beginning to
slow down a bit. Growths are maturing, and the sheaths are giving
the promise of the next six-months' bloom.

Check plants for potting needs for the last time this season. Any
in dire need should be potted, even some that may be on the cusp,
as there is just enough of the growing season left to allow the
plants to establish before the days start to get really short and
cold.

This is the month for purples derived from Cattleya labiata breed-
ing to flower. If you are short on flowers, look into this group.
There is nothing that can quite match this type for beauty and fra-
grance. They are easy to grow, too.

Plants summered outdoors should begin to be prepared to be
brought back into the winter growing area. Clean the plants up
and be on the lookout for any pests they may have picked up dur-
ing the summer. Treat as necessary. (Visit www.aos.org for more
info like this.)



PCOS is an affiliate of the American Orchid Soci-

ety (AOS). There’s an abundance of information

on the AOS website. Please visit www.aos.org for

articles, advice on growing orchids, and lots of free

information.

Ask Betty Adamson for an application if you’re

interested in joining.

For all current members, remember that your re-

newal notice will arrive in the Orchid Magazine

prior to your month of renewal.

www.aos.org

1. Programs—Take notes—someday they will

make sense.
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3. Members— �ƐŬ�ůŽŶŐƟŵĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�

orchids, but realize that your yard and
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and error to succeed.

4. Internet sites—www.aos.org—This AOS

site has the answer to almost any ques-
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5. Rambles at members’ homes to help you
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chids.

6. Visit the PCOS website and reread some

ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ ƐůĞƩĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�

past year or two.

GREAT PLACES FOR

MEMBERS TO FIND

INFORMATION ON

ORCHIDS:

Monthly Checklist for

November and December

Cattleya

Growers of just about every level of expertise will have

begun to notice autumn conditions by now. Days are

becoming shorter, hence cooler; the sunlight has less

intensity as a result of the sun's lowering angle, nights

are longer and generally cooler. Plants are responding

by slowing and ripening their growth in preparation for

winter.

The first cultural change noticed should be a reduced

frequency of watering, as the plants dry out more slow-

ly. This is a function of both the reduced day length and

lower temperatures, as well as the plants' slowing

growth rate. Reduced water needs signal a reduced need

for fertilization. Note that the key word is reduced, not

eliminated. Feed less frequently and at lower dosage,

but feed. Growths, made during summer's heat, and rel-

atively soft and green, will be ripening -- hardening --

in preparation for a brief period of rest (in many cases).

Many of these ripening growths will have a sheath,

presaging the coming winter or spring flowering sea-

son. In some cases, these sheaths will have been evident

since as early as July. (Early sheath development does

not mean early flowering on plants with winter-spring

seasons.) You may notice that some of these sheaths are

showing signs of yellowing. This is not abnormal. Au-

tumn's more pronounced temperature fluctuation can

lead to water condensation inside the sheath, hastening

the normal process of senescence, so yellowing sheaths

can be left on the plant only so long before they must be

carefully removed to preserve the bud primordia within.

Water condensation left unchecked can rot the bud pri-

mordia. The sheaths can be safely removed by slitting

open and peeling down toward the pseudobulb.

(Visit www.aos.org for more articles like this.)
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