
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope everyone has gotten lots of rest following
the Show last month. It’s a lot of fun, but also a lot
of work packed into four and a half days! We did a
great job this year because even the judges were
talking about our fantastic “Orchid Jubilee”. The
arch was magnificent, the 60th anniversary table was
both interesting and a tribute to the longevity of our
Society, the niches were some of the best we’ve ev-
er had, the exhibits and raffle baskets were beautiful
(as always), and everyone was having a grand
time. Even the quality of the orchids was excep-
tional because the judges awarded 17 AOS awards,
which is high for a local society event.

So, what’s on the agenda now? Well, the rest of the
year we will focus on improving our skills as orchid
hobbyists. We’ll have speakers in June and August
through November. We can also learn a lot from
our fellow society members at the ramble in July,
the picnic in October and our Holiday Party in De-
cember as well as our monthly meetings.

If you’d like to get more involved in the workings
of PCOS, we have a few volunteer positions avail-
able the next few months. Kathy Ballance has done
an excellent job coordinating the snacks for our
meetings but she’d like to hand that over to some-
one new. Patti Scholes has done the newsletter
since 2007 so she is definitely ready to let someone
else be the editor. We also have a picnic and holi-
day party on the horizon so we’ll need committees
to plan and coordinate those events. Talk with
Kathy, Patty and others who have worked on the
picnic and party to better understand what needs to
be done.

Lastly, we’ve heard a lot from the newer members

wanting to learn more about the classification/

parentage of their orchids. Patti and Charlie

Scholes have an article in this newsletter that will

show you how Charlie keeps track of his orchids

and how you can use the internet to find the parent-

age of your plants.

CALENDAR

Wed., June 11th @6pm Board Meeting

Wed., June 11th @7pm Business Meeting

1493 S. Fiske Blvd., Rockledge, FL

Speaker: Thanh Nguyen of

Springwater Orchids

SUNSHINE

Deepest sympathy to Laura Blackmon on the pass-
ing of her beloved mother and to former member
Joan Lehnert on the passing of her husband Ed. We
were pleased to see members Nadine Kern and Jodi
Kittleson at the show and wished them our best.
Kudos to Ed Kidder for his show donation of the
Jubilee Award which will be annual for a hobbyist
grower.

Cont. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I’ve been busy working on a list of orchid generic and
intergeneric abbreviations compiled by the Royal Horti-
cultural Society. It’s an abbreviated list based on the
exhibition classes we use for our annual show that
you’ll find useful when registering your plant entries in
2026. You’ll find the list on the PCOS website. And
remember, don’t lose those plant tags!

See you on the 11th.

Laura



Many thanks to Jeanne Thompson for the interesting walk through

the history of orchids and for bringing plants for the raffle and for

sale. Jeanne also makes orchid pottery.

Above, Margaret’s

Mcp. thomsoniana x

C. Penny Kuroda

Above Clive’Ɛ�s ĂŶĚĂ�ŶĞŽĮ ŶĞƟĂ�

falcata

�ƚ�ůĞŌ�:ŽǇ’s Milt. Linda Lingle

Above Laura’s C.

warscewiczii semi-alba

“Lonesom’ x Echmariae

‘CH31’

At right, Laura’s minia-

tures Schoenerchis scolo-

pendria and Tolumnia

calochila

Bruce’s Aerangis Witha’s Paph. Iowii alba ‘Hilo Gold’ AM/AOS Charis’s Grammatophyllum scriptum var. Leopard

X Paph. Iowii alba ‘Easter’

Above: Lois’s Phal. Tai-

wan ‘Red Cat’
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Many thanks for the great show publicity:

Maria Sonnenberg & Space Coast Living

Steve Wilson & Space Coast Daily

Sally Scalera & Florida Today

Brittany O’Ruachainn & Hometown News

Brevard Business News

Great job Carolyn and team PCOS!



PCOS is an affiliate of the American

Orchid Society (AOS). There’s an

abundance of information on the AOS

website. Please visit www.aos.org

for articles, advice on growing or-

chids, and lots of free information.

Ask Betty Adamson for an applica-

tion if you’re interested in joining.

For all current members, remember

that your renewal notice will arrive

in the Orchid Magazine prior to your

month of renewal.

www.aos.org

FOR AOS MEMBERS: The AOS also has a

presence on Facebook. There is a group with

close to 65,000 members, and a page. Each al-

lows you to post photographs and ask questions

about your orchids. The group is the most ac-

tive of the two, and group members usually re-

spond quickly to posts. The page is parallel to

the AOS Instagram account. https://

www.facebook.com/

groups/52597049839 https://

www.facebook.com/AmericanOrchidSociety

UPCOMING SHOWS

June 6-8 Central Florida Orchid Society
Florida National Guard Armory
Orlando, FL

**

PUTTING IN AN

EXHIBIT

Our society will par-

ticipate in the Central

Florida show by in-

stalling an exhibit. If

this is something you

would like to learn

how to do, please let

President Laura

Blackmon know. Several members travel to the

show with plants and other materials and they al-

ways need help. It’s a great learning opportunity

and lots of fun, especially if our society wins.

Many thanks to Margaret, Laura, Witha, and Karen for putting

in our society’s exhibit at the Volusia show (below). Our ex-

hibit won the AOS Show Trophy. Want to help put in our ex-

hibit at the Central Florida Show above? See below*



That eye will grow into a new pseudo-

bulb, which will produce the new flower

next year.

After your cattleya blooms, you will

most likely see new roots and a new eye

at the base of the old pseudobulb. It is

triangular in shape.

Next year, you will see a sheath coming out

of the leaf. That is where the new flowers

will grow.

When you buy a new orchid, be sure to keep the tag

that came with it. As we discussed at the last meet-

ing, you will need that tag when you enter your or-

chid in the show to be judged. Charlie makes a sec-

ond tag with all of the information on it and places

it in the bottom of the pot, in case the other tag

blows away. Then he puts all of the information

about that orchid on his orchid list shown on the

next page.

The C. in the name means “cattleya”. The lower

case letter in intermedia lets you know that this or-

chid is a species. You know it has been awarded

because of the letters AM/AOS. The ‘Rio’ is the

clonal name that the owner gave it when it won the

award.

At the meeting, there was some discussion about

finding your orchid’s parentage, so at the bottom

of the next page are two of the information sites

Charlie uses when he is looking for an orchid’s par-

ents.



Orchid.or.jp/orchid/people/hashizume/kakeizu/kakeizu.htm is the address of Abiko where Charlie finds his or-

chid’s ancestry. Type the name of the orchid you want to find, in this case C. Irene Holguin. Yes, it is in Japa-

nese, but look what happens when you click on the Japanese name in front of C. Irene Holguin. It gives you its

family tree.

The other site he uses for parentage, is the Royal Horticul-

tural Society—apps.rhs.org.uk/

horticulturaldatabase/orchidregister/

orchidresults.asp

Here he was looking for Mary Alice Un-

derwood. He typed it into the grex posi-

tion and two possibilities came up. He is

looking for information on the cattleya so

will continue by clicking that one.

Charlie’s list of his orchids done on Excel.



2025 PCOS OFFICERS & CHAIRMEN

PRESIDENT

Laura Blackmon

VICE PRESIDENT

Tom Dixon

TREASURER

Charis Gaines

SECRETARY

Tammy Cheng

DIRECTORS

Carolyn Anderson (2025)

Lois Fletcher (2025)

Ann Wade (2025-26)

Phyllis Gautreaux (2025-26)

PAST PRESIDENT

Margaret Croucher

PCOS Mailing Address:

Platinum Coast Orchid Society

P.O. Box 540991

Merritt Island, FL 32954

Website:

PlatinumCoastOrchidSociety.org

BE PART OF THE TEAM!

PLANT FORUM

Betty Adamson

MEMBERSHIP

Margaret Smith

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Patti Scholes

SUNSHINE

Betty Adamson

GREETERS

Margaret Smith & Jennifer Starr

AOS LIAISON

Betty Adamson

RAFFLE

JoAnn Amos

WEBMASTER

Bill Jelen

AUDIO

Scott Anderson

REFRESHMENTS

Kathy Ballance

SHOW CHAIRMAN

Carolyn Anderson


